REETH. 


June,  1949. 

Gentlemen , 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year 

1948 . 

The  statistics  are  based  on  a  population  of  2,098 

persons  as  compared  with  a  population  of  2,040  in  1947. 

The  Area  of  your  district  is  74,536  acres  or  116  square 

miles.  The  density  is  therefore  18  persons  to  each  square 

mile.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  December, 

1948  was  827.  A  penny  rate  yields  £31  approximately. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  £8,212.  The  chief  industries 

are  agriculture  and  the  quarrying  of  boulder  flint. 

Your  officials  are:- 

W.  C.  Speirs,  K.3.,  Ch.B.,  M.O.H. 

J.  V.  Metcalfe,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary 

Inspector 

The  number  of  Births  was  23  composed  of  15  males  and 
8  females. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  33  composed  of  23  males 
and  10  females. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


j 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

RATE  PER  1,000 
OF  POPULATION 

RATE  PER  1,000 
TOTAL  BIRTHS 

RATE  PER  1,000 
LIVE  BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

23 

15 

8 

10.96 

Legitimate 

22 

14 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

i 

Still  Births! 

2 

1 

1 

87 

i 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  under 
one  year 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths 

33 

23 

10 

15.72 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  3 

Deaths  from  Measles  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  1  year  Nil 


There  were  10  deaths  from  heart  disease 
equal  to  a  percentage  of  30.3  on  total  deaths. 

There  were  15  deaths  at  over  70  years 
of  age,  nine  deaths  at  over  80  years  and  two 
deaths  at  94  years  of  age. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b3003310x 


There  is  only  one  Nurse  working  in  your  area.  The  Nurse 
does  all  the  midwifery  in  your  area,  and  under  the  National 
Health  Scheme  she  is  responsible  for  the  general  nursing  of  the 
whole  area.  This  is  not  different  from  the  arrangements  from 
the  year  preceding  the  Scheme. 

There  are  no  clinics  or  treatment  centres.  There  are  no 
hospitals  in  the  area  of  The  Rural  District  Council. 

Infectious  Cases  go  to  the  Fever  Hospital  at  Darlington. 

0 

The  Ambulances  for  emergencies,  accidents  and  Fever  Cases 
are  supplied  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council. 


SUMMARY  OF  NOTIFICATIONS 


i 

Name  of  Disease 

j 

Sent  to 
Hospital  j 

Died 

Typhoid 

— 

t 

i 

i 

— 

Para-typhoid 

- 

- 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

- 

— 

Who oping  Cough 

4 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Small  Pox 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

4 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

5 

- 

- 

Malaria 

— 

- 

- 

Opthalmia  Neo-Natorun 

.  1 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

j 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

| 

Total 

16 

- 

1 

3 


* 


, 


' 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS 


Name  of  Disease 

1  ' 

M 

F  ! 

1 

Influenza 

1 

. .  . .  j 

i 

i 

Cancer 

2 

i 

Diabetes 

- 

— 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

2 

2 

Heart  Disease 

7 

3 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Affections 

2 

- 

Nephritis 

2 

2 

Digestive  Disease 

- 

i 

Premature  Birth 

"" 

| 

Suicide 

1 

- 

Other  Violent  Deaths 

- 

- 

All  other  Causes 

4 

1 

23 

10 

4 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Summary  of  Cases ■ 


New 

Cpses 

Deaths 

i 

Respiratory 

Non-Res pir at or y 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Age 

Periods 

M 

E 

M 

F 

Ml 

F 

M 

F 

0 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

35 

- 

- 

- 

1 

rnrnm 

- 

- 

- 

45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65 

or  over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I  remain, 

Gentlemen , 

Respectfully  yours, 
W.  C.  SPEIRS. 
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REETH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Sanitary  Inspector* s  Report  for  1948 
J.  V.  Metcalfe,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


1  •  WATER 

Throughout  the  year  no  serious  shortage  of  water  was 
experienced,  although  this  could  only  be  put  down  to  there  being 
no  droughty  periods .  The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  must  of 
course  still  be  regarded  with  concern,  as  no  improvements  in  the 
methods  of  collection  have  been  carried  out. 

During  October  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  at  Reeth  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  concerning  the  proposed  Regional  Water  Supply 
Scheme.  At  this  inquiry,  a  full  report  on  the  existing  supplies 
throughout  the  area  was  submitted  as  evidence.  The  Council’s 
Consultant,  W.  K.  Rodwell,  Esq.,  also  submitted  a  full  report  on 
the  proposed  new  scheme  which  he  had  prepared. 

Once  again  I  must  stress  the  urgent  necessity  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  Regional  Scheme,  so  that  an  adequate  supply  of 
wholesome  water  can  be  provided  throughout  the  Dales,  both  for 
domestic  and  farm  purposes. 

2 .  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  villages  of  Thwaite,  Low  Row ,  Feetham,  Langthwaite, 
Arkletown  and  Marrick,  are  still  without  proper  systems  of 
sewerage,  while  extension  to  existing  systems  are  needed  at  Keld 
and  Healaugh.  Schemes  for  these  properties  have  been  prepared 
and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  after  having  been 
approved  by  the  County  Council,  but  as  they  are  consequent  on 
improved  water  supplies  being  provided,  must  await  until  the 
Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme  is  in  operation. 

3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


Conversion  to  water  closets 
Additional  water  closets  . . 
Septic  tanks  installed  . . . . 
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4.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


The  River  Swale  and  the  Arkle  Beck  are  the  natural  means  of 
drainage  for  a  large  part  of  the  area.  Contamination  of  these 
waters  and  other  streams  through  the  deposit  of  household  refuse 
and  in  some  cases  by  night  soil  continues.  The  former  can  be 
obviated  by  the  setting  up  of  a  proper  scavenging  scheme,  the 
latter  by  adequate  sewerage,  and  in  the  interests  of  public 
health,  and  in  the  amenities  of  the  district,  these  schemes  should 
be  pressed  forward  by  every  possible  means. 

5 .  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Scavenging  at  Reeth,  Fremington  and  Healaugh  is  carried  out 
by  motor  transport  under  contract.  An  extension  to  the  service 
was  made  during  the  year  to  include  the  village  of  Grinton.  The 
tipping  of  household  refuse  from  Reeth  and  Fremington  on  Healaugh 
Green  has  now,  I  am  pleased  to  report,  ceased,  the  refuse  being 
deposited  at  Low  Level,  Arkengarthdale .  At  this  site  there  is 
ample  covering  material  at  hand  from  old  workings,  but  only 
temporary  permission  to  use  the  site  was  given  by  the  owner.  In 
view  of  this,  ’’deemed  Planning  Permission”  was  applied  for  through 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  for  the  use  of  a  site  at  Stolerston,  in 
the  parish  of  Ellerton  Abbey. 
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Until  suoh  time  as  a  permanent  site  of  sufficient  dimensions 
can  be  obtained  for  use  as  a  tip,  any  further  extension  in  the 
scavenging  scheme  is  out  of  the  question,  in  fact,  to  keep  the 
present  scheme  in  working  order  the  acquisition  of  a  site  is  of 
the  utmost  urgency. 

6.  SCHOOLS 


The  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supplies  to  the  schools 
in  the  area  have  been  maintained  during  the  year,  although  the 
arrangements  at  Low  How,  Gunnerside  and  Arkengarthdale  are  not 
satisfactory,  due  to  there  being  no  proper  system  of  drainage. 

At  Gunnerside  there  is  a  sewer  available,  some  two  hundred  feet 
distant  and  involving  a  deep  cutting  to  make  the  proper  connection. 
Water  supplies  to  the  schools  are  obtained  from  the  village 
supplies,  with  the  exception  of  Reeth.  Here,  a  private  supply 
is  used  which,  owing  to  the  method  of  collection,  is  open  to 
surface  contamination. 

7 .  MILK  SUPPLY 

Routine  inspections  to  farm  premises  and  dairies  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year,  although  as  there  are  two  hundred 
and  sixty  one  registered  cow-keepers  throughout  the  district, 
most  of  whom  are  selling  milk,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  with 
the  present  staff  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  carry  out  the 
duties  thoroughly. 

Nine  new  registrations  for  the  sale  of  milk  by  wholesale 
were  granted  during  the  year.  Inadequate  water  supplies  and 
badly  constructed  and  designed  buildings  are  too  common  throughout 
the  district.  As  to  water  supplies,  a  good  number  of  the  farms 
will  be  able  to  obtain  an  adequate  supply  when  the  proposed 
regional  water  supply  scheme  becomes  a  fact. 

8.  FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  use  throughout  the  district, 
owing  to  the  centralisation  of  these  premises. 

Small  quantities  of  bacon  and  tinned  goods  have  been 
condemned  from  retail  shops. 

9 .  RODENT  CONTROL 

This  has  been  confined  to  keeping  refuse  tips  and  sewage 
works  free  from  infestation,  by  treatments  at  intervals. 

10  *  R^al  HOUSING  SURVEY 

During  the  year  the  preliminary  survey  of  houses  commenced 
in  1946  was  not  possible  as  no  extra  staff  was  provided  for  th.e 
purpose,  however,  within  the  scope  of  the  survey  as  carried  out, 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  low  standard  of  housing 
conditions  throughout  the  area.  All  the  houses  surveyed,  with 
the  exception  of  three,  are  built  in  local  stone.  Of  these 
latter,  in  most  cases,  damp  proof  courses  are  non-existent,  and 
the  houses  in  consequence  suffer  from  rising  dampness  to  varying 
degrees.  Dampness  due  to  penetration  is  also  common.  These 
forms  of  dampness  are  of  such  long  standing  as  to  be  now  accepted 
with  apathy  by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  but  which  is 
nevertheless  a  serious  aspect  of  housing  conditions  in  the  area. 

One  of  the  first  requirements  of  a  good  house  is  that  it  shall  bo 
dry,  consequently  the  expenditure  of  monies  on  reconditioning 
without  securing  this  essential,  will  need  to  be  fully 
investigated  in  each  case  before  any  works  are  commenced. 
Unfortunately  the  number  of  houses  in  the  district  affected  by 
dampness  is  so  large  that  improvements  to  some  of  them  will  have 
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to  bo  carried  out  without  securing  full  freedom  from  this  defect. 
The  criterion  will  have  to  be  to  what  degree  the  dampness  can 
be  eliminated. 


The  number  of  houses  in  the  category  five  (unfit  for 
habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense)  is  seventy- 
nine,  which  number  should  be  replaced  by  new  houses  in  the 
Council’s  long  term  housing  programme. 


Category  1:- 
51  2:- 

I?  3:  - 

VI  4:- 

"  5:- 


Details  of  the  Survey 
Satisfactory  in  all  respects  ........ 


Minor  repairs  required  ........ 

Repairs,  structural  alterations 
improvement  ....o..o...  ... 


6  0  0  0  * 


or 


Suitable  for  reconditioning  . .  188 
(included  3) 


Unfit  for  human  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  a  reasonable  expense  . . . . 


.  .  .  89 

.  .  .  258 


79 


Total 


435 


1 1 •  INFECTIOUS  disease 


Two  disinfections  were  carried  out  after  infectious  disease 
during  the  year. 

12.  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Complaints  investigated  47 
Drains  tested  28 
Nuisance  inspections  149 
Bakehouses  37 
Ice  cream  manufacturers  40 
Foodshops  39 
Factories  26 
Hotels,  catering  establishments  and  licensed  premises  43 
Cowsheds  and  dairies  205 
Housing  (miscellaneous)  94 
Work  in  progress  197 
Shops  (Section  10  Shop  Act  1934)  39 
Council  waterworks  43 
Council  sewerage  21 
Refuse  tips  •  36 


13.  CIVIL  BUILDING-  CONTROL  -  DEFENCE  REGULATION  56A 

Ninety-three  licences  were  issued  for  essential  works  to 
buildings  during  the  year,  entailing  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
visits . 

14 .  INSPEC TI ON  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  during 

the  year  for  housing  defects  (Under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  104 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ,  144 

2.  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  in  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  1925  . . . . .  Nil 
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2.  (b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  Nil 

3.  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  habitation  . .  3 

4.  Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  . .  82 

2 .  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICE 


Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  actions  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 


officers 


34 


3 .  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1. 


2. 


(b) 


1. 


2. 


1. 


2. 

(d) 

1. 


2 . 


Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notice  .......................  Nil 

( a )  B y  o w n ers  .. ooo.o. ......... ....... oo.........  N i 1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .....  Nil 
Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act 


Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
the  service  of  formal  notices 


(a)  by  owners  . . . .  Nil 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .....  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  . . . . .  Nil 


Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
d emo 1 i t r o n  orders  ...oc.o.c.....oo.eoo.oo 


0  © 


Nil 


Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 


Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

deter mr n ed  .e..e.o.oo..oo0ooao.ooo.o..oo.e.oo.. 


Nil 


Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  being  made  fit  Nil 


4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936  PART  IV  OVERCROWDING 

(a)  1.  Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  .  Nil 


2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  Nil 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  Nil 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . . . Nil 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . . . . .  Nil 


2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  been  overcrowded  after  the 
local  authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  . . . .  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 

overcrowding  conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
desirable  to  report  .  . . .  Nil 
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